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In January 2002, statewide traffic volume increased 2.4% compared to January 2001. This is lower than the 4% increase we
forcasted for the entire year of 2002.  All areas we monitor experienced increases in traffic counts with the largest percent increase
of 10% registered in the Escanaba area. The number of vehicles crossing the Mackinac Bridge this month decreased by 2%
compared to January 2001.

Regarding weather conditions, total precipitation this January was 7% lower than last January and 45% lower than normal. All
areas we monitor in the U.P. and northern lower peninsula experienced much drier weather compared to the same month last
year. However, regions in the southern lower peninsula received more precipitation during this month. Average high temperature
in Michigan was 12% higher than last January and 31% higher than normal.

Total attendance at selected Michigan tourist attractions in January 2002 was about the same as in January 2001. Among the
attractions we monitor, significant increases were registered in the Cook Energy Information Center (+42%) and Flint Cultural
Center (+33%). However, the P.J. Hoffmaster State Park registered a decrease of 48% in visitation.

Note: A new region, Escanaba, has been added to this report.

Michigan Travel Indicators
January 2002 vs. January 2001

Travel, Tourism, and Recreation Resource Center
Michigan State University

Ironwood
Area

-68 .8%
-55 .6%
+1.1%

+47 .1%
+7.5%
+7.1%

-24 .7%

oF

PM

oFN

N

Marquette
Area

-61 .4%
-50 .2%
+1.8%

+37 .1%
N.A .

+3 .7%
+6.7%

oF

PR

oFN

N Sault Ste. Marie
Area

-29 .0%
-72 .7%
+11 .0%
+43 .1%

-8 .0%
+0.1%

N.A .

oF

SL

oFN

N

Traverse City
Area

-94 .0%
-96 .9%
+6.2%

+30 .9%
-25 .2%
+8.2%

+11 .6%

oF

SB

oFN

N

Mackinac Bridge

Alpena
Area

-50 .6%
-76 .2%
+11 .2%
+27 .7%

N.A .
+6 .4%

oF
oFN

N

Houghton Lake
Area

-60 .0%
-77 .3%
+0.0%

+15 .8%
N.A .

+1 .6%
+4.2%

oF

HP

oFN

N

Muskegon
Area

-19 .5%
-73 .5%
+14 .0%
+30 .2%

N.A .
+8 .8%

-48 .2%

oF

HS

oFN

N

Lansing
Area

+53 .1%
-34 .2%
+17 .7%
+30 .9%
+75 .0%

+2.4%
+8.4%

oF

MH

oFN

N

Flint Area

+32 .0%
-2 .2%

+19 .3%
+29 .3%

+126 .3%
+1.0%

+33 .9%

oF

FC

oFN

N

Detroit Area
+387 .0%

+90 .9%
+23 .1%
+30 .4%

+7.9%
+2.5%

+13 .6%

oF

GV

oFN

N
Southwestern

Area
+198 .8%

+11 .2%
+25 .6%
+52 .5%

-4 .6%
+2.2%

+41 .8%

oF

CE

oFN

N

*  F i g u r e s  a r e  b a s e d  o n
m o r e  l o c a t i o n s  t h a n
s h o w n  o n  t h e  m a p .

Statewide
- 6 . 8 %

- 4 4 . 6 %
+ 1 2 . 3 %
+ 3 1 . 3 %

+ 3 . 0 %
+ 2 . 4 %
+ 0 . 4 %

- 1 5 . 9 %
- 4 2 . 6 %
+ 2 2 . 2 %
- 2 5 . 6 %

    + 6 . 4 %

A

oF

S

oFN

N

oFN

A

oF

S

N

*

-2 .0%

Escanaba
Area

N.A.
-68 .5%
+7.0%
+4.9%

N.A .
+9 .7%
+2.2%

oF

FY

oFN

N

C

Data sources: Michigan Departments of Transportation and Natural Resources (Parks and Recreation Bureau); managers of selected tourist attractions in Michigan;
                      Conference Board; Federal Reserve Bank of New York; Mackinac Bridge Authority; Michigan AAA; Midwestern Climate Center.

Selected attractions:

CE  -  Cook Energy Information Center MH  -  Michigan Historical Museum
FC  -  Flint Cultural Center PM  -  Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park
GV  -  Greenfield Village & Henry Ford Museum PR  -  Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
HP  -  Hartwick Pines State Park SB  -  Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
HS  -  P.J. Hoffmaster State Park SL  -  Soo Locks
FY  -  Fayette State Park

Travel indicators:
        - Precipitation
       - Normal precipitation
        - Temperature (average high)
       - Normal temperature
       - Number of overnight stays at state parks
       - Highway traffic counts
       - Attendance at attractions
       - Consumer Confidence
       - Present Situation
       - Expectations
       - Gasoline prices
       - Exchange rate (US$/CAN$)
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In  January 2002,  the Consumer Conf idence Index and Present  Si tuat ion Index
were  bo th  s ign i f i can t l y  lower  than  they  were  in  January  2001,  by  16% and
43%,  respec t i ve ly.  However,  the  Expec ta t ions  Index  th is  month  was  22%
higher  than  the  same month  las t  year.  Th is  i s  a  good ind ica t ion  tha t  the
Amer ican  popu la t ion  i s  an t i c ipa t ing  improvements  in  the  na t iona l  economy.

The Michigan Travel  Intent ions IndexTM  th is  month was 138.4,  a 1% decrease
f rom December  2001 but  an increase o f  1% f rom January  2001.  Average gas
pr ices  in  M ich igan  d ropped 26% f rom las t  January.  The  U.S.  do l la r  was  6%
st ronger  in  January  2002 than  i t  was  in  January  2001 compared  to  the
Canad ian  do l la r ,  b r ing ing  $1 .60  Canad ian  per  U.S.  do l la r  in  exchange.  Th is
is  the  weakes t  the  Canad ian  do l la r  has  ever  been,  compared  to  the  U.S.
do l la r,  s ince  we ’ve  begun t rack ing  i t  fo r  these  repor ts .

An improved U.S.  economy,  as many economists  are forcast ing for  la te  2002,
pa i red wi th  cont inued low gaso l ine  pr ices  would  l i ke ly  resu l t  in  an increased
leve l  o f  p leasure  t rave l  in  M ich igan .
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