
Comments    by Sinji Yang and Donald F. Holecek

Sta tew ide  h ighway  t ra f f i c  vo lume dur ing  December  o f  1998  inc reased  a lmos t  7% compared  to  December
1997.  Increases occurred in  a l l  areas that  we moni tor  except  I ronwood,  which exper ienced a 5% decrease.
Mack inac  Br idge  c ross ings  inc reased  2%.

We a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  d u r i n g  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 8  w e r e  m u c h  w a r m e r  t h a n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 7  a n d  t h a n  n o r m a l .
S t a t e w i d e  a v e r a g e  t e m p e r a t u r e s  w e r e  1 0 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 7  a n d  2 2 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  n o r m a l .
S t a t e w i d e  o v e r a l l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  i n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 8  w a s  7 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 7  b u t  4 1 %  l o w e r
t h a n  n o r m a l .  S t a t e  p a r k  o v e r n i g h t  s t a y s  i n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 8  i n c r e a s e d  1 %  s t a t e w i d e .  M o s t  i n c r e a s e s
occur red in  the Southern  Lower  Pen insu la .  Aggregate  a t tendance a t  se lec ted tour is t  a t t rac t ions increased
12%.  Subs tan t ia l  i nc reases  occur red  a t  a l l  se lec ted  tour i s t  a t t rac t ions  excep t  the  Jesse  Besser  Museum
( -42%)
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Houghton Lake
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Flint Area
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Detroit Area
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*  F i g u r e s  a r e  b a s e d  o n
m o r e  l o c a t i o n s  t h a n
s h o w n  o n  t h e  m a p .

Statewide
+ 8 . 6 %

- 4 0 . 8 %
+ 1 0 . 4 %
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Data sources: Michigan Departments of Transportation and Natural Resources (Parks and Recreation Division); managers of selected tourist attractions in Michigan;
                       Conference Board; Federal Reserve Bank of New York; Mackinac Bridge Authority; Michigan AAA; Midwestern Climate Center.

Selected attractions:

CE  -  Cook Energy Information Center MH  -  Michigan Historical Museum
FC  -  Flint Cultural Center PM  -  Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park
GV  -  Greenfield Village & Henry Ford Museum PR  -  Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
HP  -  Hartwick Pines State Park SB  -  Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
HS  -  P.J. Hoffmaster State Park SL  -  Soo Locks
JB   -  Jesse Besser Museum

Travel indicators:
        - Precipitation
       - Normal precipitation
        - Temperature (average high)
       - Normal temperature
       - Number of overnight stays at state parks
       - Highway traffic counts
       - Attendance at attractions
       - Consumer Confidence
       - Present Situation
       - Expectations
       - Gasoline prices
       - Exchange rate (US$/CAN$)
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Poss ib l y  due  to  the  unusua l  wea the r  cond i t i ons  i n  December  1998 ,
s ta tew ide  h ighway  t ra f f i c  vo lume reg is te red  g rowth  i n  December  i n
e x c e s s  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  H i g h w a y  t r a f f i c  v o l u m e  d u r i n g  1 9 9 8  a s  a
who le  inc reased  4 .5%,  a  ha l f -pe rcen tage  po in t  h igher  than  what  we
fo recas ted  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  1998 .

I n  December  1998 ,  t he  s tock  marke t  was  on  a  ro l l e r  coas te r  o f  up
and  down due  pa r t i a l l y  to  uncer ta in ty  i n  domes t i c  and  in te rna t iona l
a f f a i r s .  T h e  P r e s e n t  S i t u a t i o n  I n d e x  i n c r e a s e d  3 %  c o m p a r e d  t o
December 1997;  however  the expectat ions and Consumer Conf idence
ind i ces  dec reased  17% and  7%,  respec t i ve l y.  The  M ich igan  Trave l
I n ten t i ons  I ndex  was  9% lower  t han  December  1997  and  2% lower
t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m o n t h .  G a s o l i n e  p r i c e s  d e c l i n e d  1 7 % .  I n  s o m e
areas ,  t he  un leaded  gaso l i ne  p r i ces  even  d ropped  be low  90  cen ts
per  ga l lon .  The  U.S.  do l la r  remained s t rong  in  the  fo re ign  exchange
m a r k e t .  T h e  U . S . / C a n a d i a n  e x c h a n g e  r a t e  d e c l i n e d  8 % .

Travel Forecast by Sinji Yang and Donald F. Holecek
Travel

Intentions
Index TM

100.0

124.5

% change from
     previous month:

% change from
     previous year:

-1.6%

-8.6%


